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SELF EXAMINATION FOR EVENING SECRET DEVOTION. 


To the Editor of the Christian Herald. 


Sir—Doubtless it is the sincere desire of every child of God to 
offer an acceptable sacrifice to Him who seeth not as man seeth, 
particularly at his stated devotions. But how frequently does it 
happen, that, at that season, when the soul would be most intent, it 
is ready to center in any object rather than the right one! Witha 
view to aid such as labour under difficulties of this kind, 1 present 
for your useful pages the following 


SELF-EXAMINATION FOR EVENING SECRET DEVOTION. 


Said He, who spake as never man spake, ‘“‘ Pray to thy Father, who 
is in secret.”’ The pious Henry has said, “ apostacy begins at the 
closet door.” And universal experience teaches that closely connect- 
ed with the secret, closet duties of religion is the spiritual life of the 
soul. And ifany complain of lukewarmness, the fact is too obvious, 
and the reason is as plain. The closet, or the duties of, or the du- 
ties consequent upon, a right discharge of closet duty, are neglected, 
or passed by with remissness. 

Having entered your retirement, you should strive for fixedness 
of thought, that you may wait upon God without distraction, To 
gain fixedness of thought, look to Him with whom is the residue of 
the Spirit. Consider the omnipotence, omniscience, and omnipre- 
sence of that God with whom you have to do. The design of coming 
into the closet—deliberate upon the all-important errand on which 
you approach Him, even to secure the life, the everlasting life, of 
your precious soul, and to transact business of the last importance, 
business which is directly and immediately between your Father and 
your own selves as individuals. 

Inquire, as in the presence of the heart-searching God, and as 
though this were your /ast examination before the final day—in- 
quire, How was it with me this morning’? Did J awake and find my- 
self overshadowed with the presence, and filled with the love of 
God? Did | then arise with a grateful sense of his protecting 
power and goodness the past night? How was my heart affected 
while reflecting upon the rich provision a kind Providence bad made 
for me ; giving me food and raiment, a covering from inclement sea- 
sons, while multitudes are in want ; some hungry and naked, others 
C. Henan. No. 227. 5 
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34 Self Examination for Evening Secret Devotion. 


exposed to the scorching of the sun by day, and humid and sickly 
vapours by night, without house or home, wandering from place to 
place, wretched and forlorn ? 

How were the secret devotions of the morning performed? Did 
I read the Scriptures with reverence, as the word of God, and not 
as the word of man? What effect did it produce ? Did | there find 
my character delineated, my duty plainly marked out, my faith’ in- 
creased, and my love enkindled? Could I say, “ Thy law is my 
delight.”” And what portion did I treasure up inmy memory? Did 
I then offer my solemn praises? With what emotions did I then 
approach the throne of grace? Was it penitently, humbly, believ- 
ingly ? How did Jesus appear in my view? as the Lamb of God 
that taketh away sin ?—as the medium of access? Was it with filial 
affection and child-like simplicity 1 drew near to God, and called 
him Father? Were my petitions indited by, the Holy Ghost sent 
down from heaven, and were his saving, peaceful, and joyful influ- 
ences imparted? After the duty of prayer was performed, did 
I renew my dedication to God with becoming awe, realizing that 
I was making a covenant engagement with the great | AM? And did 
I feel the witness in my soul, that this covenant was ratified in heaven, 
the witness of the Spirit, whose fruit is love, joy, peace? Having 
given up myself, and all things connected with me, not from servile 
fear, but from faith in and love to God, how were my other devo- 
tional duties attended to? Did I lay my schemes for the occupa- 
tions of the day wisely and well, endeavouring to have this my mot- 
to, ‘A place for every thing, and every thing in its place.” 

How have the devotions of the day been performed in the 
family, in private at noon, or in public? Were my thoughts at each 
of those seasons occupied aright; or, like the fool’s eyes, to the 
ends of the earth? From what motive did I officiate in the former © 
and latter place ? Was I actuated by the desire of gaining a sacred 
nearness to God myself, and, leading the minds of those around me; 
was I anxious that they should be profited? On the contrary, did” 
not my heart, at the close, condemn me for a spirit of aspiration, for 
striving to acquit myself before men instead of acquitting myself be- 
God? Was | humbled before the Lord on account of this besetting 
sin, and have | resolved against it for the future ? 

Have I pursued my daily calling with the utmost diligence and 
spirituality, even as unto the Lord? What time have I lost, which, 
when once gone, is gone for ever? Have | spent too much time in 
bed, with my friends at home or abroad, or at the table ? Or, on the 
contrary, have I been mindful of that injunction, ‘* Redeem the time,”’ 
so as to gather up little fragments, that every moment may turn to 
some good account ? 

Have I, in any degree, cherished a worldly spirit while engaged 
in the world ? How has this passage wrought upon my heart, ‘** He 
that loveth the world, (whatever his name, his possessions, his pro- 
fesston,) the love of the Father is not in him?’ This also, ‘* Be not 
conformed to this world, (let your excuse be what it may,) but be 
ye transformed, that ye may prove what is that good and accep- 
table and perfect will of God?’ Have I studied to keep from the 
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evil while surrounded with the unsatisfying things of earth, upon 
which, long ago, | stamped vanity and vexation of spirit ? 

Have the recreations of this day been to prepare me for the bet- 
ter serving of my Master, who is ever waiting upon and calling me to 
activity, thus having my relaxations and every motive subservient to 
this one grand object, the glory of God ? 

What has been my deportment as a professor of religion? Have 
I manifested the Christian at home and abroad, on the road, and by 
the way ? What have I said to the sinner this day? Have I faith- 
fully and most affectionately told him his danger, pointed him to the 
Saviour, and warned him to flee from the wrath to come? Have I 
most tenderly led the mourning soul to Jesus by counsel, sympathiz- 
ing tears, and united prayer? Have I been faithful to my brethren 
in the church, not my church nor your church, but the church of 
Christ? What despondence, what failure in duty have | witnessed 
in them? Have I gone to them and not to my neighbour, however 
pious, and endeavoured to comfort and correct them? Have I ex- 
horted to more faith, humility, love, and good works? In associat- 
ing with the world, have I governed mygfonduct and conversation 
well? Did I not, at any time, or to any igen do or say something 
passionate, mischievous, or slanderous of friends, acquaintances, or 
enemies ? In a word, have I been careful to let my example be such 
as to convince the votaries of the world that | have not only been 
with Jesus by profession, but also that | have learned of him 
experimentally ? 

What objects of indigence and want have I seen this day? Did I 
lend unto the Lord, by bestowing upon them as the Lord had pros- 
pered me? Or, instead of being moved with pity, did my heart 
grow hard and insensible under their entreaty, whether audible or 
silent ? 

Have I seen the hand of God in the mercies I enjoy, and of which 
multitudes are destitute, my religious privileges, my health, Bible, 
and other books ; food, raiment, cheerfulness, (preservation in jour- 
neying,) conversation and kindness of friends ? 

In afflictions have I been submissive, particularly in little things, 
which had a tendency to vex and disquiet my soul ? 

Now, having looked into the word of God this morning, and at- 
tended to my stated duties—looked into my walk and conversation 
through the day, how does my heart appear this evening ? What is 
there? For God looketh at the heart, and upon its state depends 
my all. Whatis there? Do I feel a divine conviction of sin as yet 
unjustified by faith in the Lord Jesus. Or am | enjoying the witness 
of sins forgiven? If the latter, am I resting in this, or do F feel in- 
bred sin yet rising up and disturbing my peace, and so interrupting 
the intercourse between God and my soul? Is my soul satisfied 
with justification, or is it breathing after sanctification? Dol feela 
divine conviction for Holiness? And am I pressing after the whole 
‘** Kingdom of God, which consists in righteousness, and peace, and 
joy in the Holy Ghost,” with the fixed determination, by the help of 
the Lord, who is my only sufficient helper, not to rest short of the 
whole mind that was in Christ Jesus? But, 
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Lastly, upon looking into my heart, do I not find and enjoy that 
very blessing which I have prayed and struggled after for years, and 
which God, for Christ’s sake, hath implanted in my soul, to the con- 
tinual joy of my heart; viz. that ‘‘ perfect love’? which ‘ casteth 
out all fear,” fear of man, fear of death, the grave, the judgment 
bar, and fear of hell? And is it not thy privilege, O my soul, now 
to ‘* rejoice evermore,” to pray without ceasing, and in every thing 
to give thanks ? Yes, certainly, for it is the will of God in Christ Je- 
sus, concerning you, as saith the Spirit of the Lord by his apostle. 
Thess. 5. 16—18. Thank the Lord, then! bless the Lord! praise 
his holy name for ever! Hallelujah to the Lamb, for ‘‘ thou art 
washed, thou art justified, thou art sanctified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God,” and are now not only travel- 
ling in Zion, but to Zion’s God, and thou shalt soon arrive at the rest 
and home of the saints. Now thou art a sojourner in a foreign land. 
Soon thou shalt reach the Canaan above. What a glorious prospect 
opens tomy view! | enjoy this moment an antepast of heaven. Glory 
is begun below. I have been, I am on Pisgah’s top. The portals 
of Paradise open to my Sight. God is my Father, my reconciled 
Father. Jesus is my eld@ brother. ‘The Holy Spirit is my com- 
forter. Heaven is my eternal home. All is mine, whether Paul, 
or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or life, or death, or things 
present, or things to come, all are mine, and | am Christ’s, and 
Christ is God’s. Amen. Farewell earth. Vain world begone. I 
am on my journey home. My Saviour smiles. I shall soon be 
gone. I would see all happy in the love of God, all with their faces 
Zion-ward. I would meet all in heaven. But, farewell! 


A PILGRIM. 


For the Christian Herald. 
THE RACES. 


If we know ourselves, it is in the spirit of kindness, and with much 
compassion for the frowardness, as well as the imbecility of human 
nature, that we formally advert to this subject. It is but recently that 
the sanction of the laws was obtained for horse-racing within the 
bounds of this state. The ostensible reason for permitting it, was 
that which is still urged in justification of the sport—the improvement 
of the breed of horses. Before this argument obtained in the Legis- 
lature, the practice of racing was, so far as our knowledge extends, 
generally regarded as subversive of good morals, and much below the 
countenance of the respectable portion of the citizens. Still the 
practice of some of the states, and particularly of the country from 
which our origin is chiefly derived, had a perceptible influence upon 
some minds. Not a few were heard to express their dissatisfaction 
with the impediments which the laws supplied against this method of 
improving the breed of horses. It was not, we believe, that our 
horses were not of a good size, beautiful, and active ; not that any 
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obstacles had been thrown in the way of importing the best from 
abroad ; it was not that the fleetest coursers had not been imported 
from those countries where racing is most in vogue ; it was not that du- 
ring the recent conflict with Britain, the country most famous for this . 
kind of sport, our armies exhibited any comparative deficiency in this 
department of their material ; it was not that the cartmen of our ci- 
ties, or the laborious cultivators of the soil, were heard to complain 
of the inferior quality of this animal among them; nor that any wor- 
thy citizen, from the man who is charioted in splendor, down to the 
humblest driver of a horse-cart, could not readily procure the very 
horse he wanted ; it was not, in fine, that this growing state has not 
ever been sufficiently replenished with jockies, for the maintenance 
of industrious habits and honest dealing. The desire, however, to 
try the experiment of public races, or rather to enjoy this kind of 
sport, continued to exist and gain ground in the community. In some 
cases it became extremely difficult to restrain it within the morality 
of the civil law. A measure was at length got up, and by some means 
carried in the Legislature, which removed every serious barrier to 
the gratification of this growing taste among us. With the particu- 
lar provisions of this enactment in favour of racing, we pretend not 
to be acquainted ; the result, however, is notorious, and astonishing 
to all. It has been, not merely to tolerate this appropriate amuse- 
ment of the populace, but to redeem its character, and dignify it in 
the eyes of thousands ; to render it, in public estimation, highly de- 
serving the approbation, and the presence too, of nearly every class 
of the community. The semi-annual approach of the races in this 
vicinity, begins not only to be announced in high style, but to excite 
among us a more general interest in their results than almost any 
other public transaction of the year. The anniversaries of our moral 
and religious institutions, even that of our National Bible Society, 
would be lost in the deep and feverish anxiety with which the con- 
test between the racers of the North and the racers of the South 
recently impressed the majority of this city’s population. A well 
contested election for the chief magistracy in this state, or even in 
the United States, would have proved the themes of far less eager 
conversation. Were we, intruth, called upon to name the created 
being, that, for several days excited, within a considerable district 
of country around us, the most general feeling on his behalf, and the 
sincerest wishes that his life and limbs might be preserved unhurt, 
and his honours set thick and unfading upon bis brow, we should 
name—oh, poor fallen human nature !—we should name the horse 
Eclipse ! We have more than sufficient data to evince the truth, and 
even the candour of this representation. The Editor of the Even- 
ing Post, a paper rather distinguished for its sober statements of the 
news of the day, observes, May 26, the day preceding the race be- 
tween Eclipse and his Southern competitor, and while the public 
mind was in suspense—*‘ In the mean time, all is bustle and confu- 
sion in the city, and every vehicle of a public nature, and almost 
of a private too, is already put in requisition for the three ensuing 
days, especially to-morrow. Strangers from the adjacent, and some 
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from remote states, crowd our hotels and boarding-houses to overflow- 
ing. New-York never saw such a pressure before. Shoulf not the 
principal race take place, great indeed will be the disappointment.” 
This statement was almost a literal fact; and there was, doubtless, 
good reason for the following caution, from another Editor of ac- 
knowledged sagacity and prudence :—* As the hour of trial ap- 
proaches, the interest in the result of this contest is increased ; and 
we would respectfully suggest, that no improper feeling should be 
evinced by either party, let the issue of the race be what it may. 
When Eclipse beat Sir Charles last fall on the Washington course, 
the sportsmen of the South bore their discomfiture as men and gentle- 
men, and we trust that if Eclipse be again successful, our Northern 
sportsmen will not be backward-in their exertions to check any feel- 
ing which may tend to produce unpleasant consequences.” We 
easily comprehend what ‘ unpleasant consequences”? mean, when 
thus applied to such a mass of spectators as the race-ground was ex- 
pected to present. It is obvious enough, that this prudent Editor, 
who, doubtless, had the best means of knowing the precise state of 
popular feeling, began to tremble for the safety of the assembled mul- 
titudes. Were additional illustrations wanted, we should find them 
in the extraordinary provisions made for conveying, to the city, the 
earliest intelligence of the result, as well as in the fervid statements 
which pervaded the generality of our papers. In announcing the 
issue, the Evening Post informs us, ‘* Victorious Eclipse was then 
marched off the field, followed by an immense cavalcade of gentle- 
men on horseback, to the popular air of ‘ See, the conquering hero 
comes’.”” This horse-hero was, undoubtedly, the most admired per- 
sonage on the field. Indeed, we begin now to understand what might 
have been the motive that led the Roman Emperor to get his horse 
invested with the Consular dignity. We were accustomed to attri- 
bute this singular measure of a hateful tyrant, to his sovereign con- 
tempt for the free and popular institutions of his country ; but we 
stand corrected by the popular feeling recently exhibited in this en- 
lightened neighbourhood. We can now believe, that it was purely 
the Emperor’s attachment to his horse which dictated so absurd a 
measure. 

Such bas been the few years’ result of a Legislative permission 
for racing within the bounds of our state. A spot has been selected 
for the sport, which is central, we had almost said, to this Western 
world ; while the taste, and even the rage for this kind of amuse- 
meat, has diffused itself through our population with most appalling 
rapidity. From distant sections of the country, and even from Cana- 


_ da, the gathering crowds are observed hastening to thescene. The 


great city of New-York will scarcely suffice to afford suitable accom- 
modations to the strangers who come; while her no less eager po- 
pulation, add their thousands of all casts to the mighty assemblage. 
All this must, however, be considered as but an earnest of what the 
next generation, or even a few years, will be sure to witness. Si- 
tuated, as the race-ground in this vicinity is, in the most eligible 
place within these United States for assembling our growing popula- 
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tion; and able, from approximation by water-carriage, to collect upon 
it, in a few days, the lovers of horse-racing, from Maine to Georgia, 
and from the mouth of the St. Lawrence to Lake Superior, we may 
expect, when the mania has fairly diffused itself over this space, to 
witness not tens, but hundreds of thousands semi-annually gathered 
to this spectacle, The time may not be distant, if not already ar- 
rived, when the majesty of the laws would in vain interfere, either 
to interrupt or to regulate these public amusements. 

All this, it may however be said, while it presents a somewhat 
appalling picture of the growing taste for the races, and the popular 
countenance which may be hereafter afforded them, contains no di- 
rect and positive proof of their demoralizing effects. We have not, 
indeed, formally adverted to this most obvious and exceptionable 
feature in their character. And we must be pardoned, if we have 
more than suspected, that the men who are most clamorous for this 
improvement of their breed of horses, would not be greatly influenced 
by suggestions from such a quarter. We have certainly believed 
that they would have been far less clamorous for any measures likely 
to ensure the moral improvement of their own species. Much have 
we mistaken the fact, if many individuals of wealth and influence did 
not find their way to the races, whose pretended ayocations, or avow- 
ed indifference to charitable objects, almost uniformly detain them 
from the public meetings for extending relief to the ignorant and the 
suffering of mankind. But if proof is requested, of the pernicious 
tendency of these sports, we have unfortunately but too much of it 
at command. 

One of the most affecting developements of their character, is to 
be found in the nature and degree of that popular excitement, from 
which they appear to be inseparable. Is this interest at all warrant- 
ed by the avowed object of the sport ? Admit that racing were prov- 
ed to be the most certain means of improving the breed of horses. 
Is such improvements worthy to produce such immense assemblages 
of industrious citizens or so widely extended excitements ? Was the 
intense interest manifested on behalf of Eclipse ; the public homage, 
not to say reverence, paid to the spirit and well braced limbs of this 
‘* conquering hero,’’ becoming the dignity of men? To us, the ac- 
clamations of the race-ground, appear to be, if possible, more absurd 
and debasing, than the orgies of idolatry. We can scarcely think, 
without blushing, of the ‘immense cavalcade of gentlemen,” be they 
who they might, who followed in voluntary procession the horse- 
‘‘ hero,” singing to his praise, the ‘‘ Conquering hero comes.” Nor 
was debasement, on this occasion, the only ingredient which went tg 
form the popular feeling. It partook largely of sectional rivalship. 
So obvious wailithis circumstance, that a prudent editor of one of oar 
public journdls modestly suggested his fears for the result. He un- 
doubtedly sugpected, what every considerate man had reason to ap- 
prehend, that the trials of speed might be followed by a far different 
and more sanguinary contest. Need one word more be uttered on 
the immoral and debasing character of such a spirit / or on the more 
serious dissentions, and the murderous violence, that may spring from 
some such future excitement ? 
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Another circumstance connected with these sports, is the unne- 
cessary expense of time and culture, bestowed by their owners or 
others, upon race-horses. Those who are ignorant of the fact, should 
be apprized, that the care and training necessary to prepare them 
for the turf, are immense ; out of all proportion to the expense which 
any parent woald think of bestowing upon a beloved child. Now we 
ask, can this expense of time be justified upon the principles of our 
holy religion? Are we not all the servants of a master who justly 
requires, that ‘ whether we eat or drink, or whatsoever we do, we 
do all to his glory? Are we not all stewards of the Lord’s bounty, 
and in duty bound to support, with our funds as well as by our appro- 
bation, those benevolent institutions which are the glory of the age, 
and the most promising means of ameliorating the circumstances of 
suffering humanity ? 

Another dark feature in the influence of this sort of sports, is the 
countenance which they afford to a species of gaming. Of this cha- 
racter, are the numerous and destructive wagers to which they give 
rise. The sums bet at the last races greatly exceeded those of for- 
mer years. As the mania for horse-racing increases, the inclination 
to stake the largest sums will increase ; until many of our sportsmen, 
to say the least, will calculate upon obtaining their livelihood in al- 
most no other way ; and a spirit of dissipation be promoted, such as 
nearly beggars a large proportion of the nobility of other lands. 
Many a zealous sportsman will lose his all. Many a family of more 
than orphan children, will be disappointed of their reasonable ex- 
pectations, and be flung, pennyless, upon the community. There is no 
need to trace the influence of this spirit in all its results. They are 
**legion,”’ and, in character, scarcely less infernal than the dark 
brotherhood who once claimed for themselves this appellation. 

But, waving further particulars, a single glance at the general as- 
pect of the maltitudes that crowd the field, would be quite sufficient 
to evince the immoral influence. It is an assemblage of sportsmen and 
jockeys, of the sons of idleness and pleasure, of merchants and their 
clerks, mechanics and their apprentices, of the wealthy and the indi- 
gent, of the polite and the rude, of male and female, white and dark, 
drawn from the North and the South, the country and the city, and 
from every street—mingled for five successive days, in one mighty 
assimulating concourse. Is it difficult to calculate the moral influence 
of such an assemblage upon the young and the unwary ? Is it difh- 
cult to understand how the facilities to every open, as well as secret 
vice, will here be multiplied 2? Who among us is, at this moment, ig- 
norant of the acknowledged influence of these very sports upon the 
morals of our mother country? There is scarcely a deeper stain 
upor her reputation, than the existence of this bane of her public 
morals. The races in England supply, in this respeo®, a proper off- 
set to the bull-baiting of her Syaaish neighbours ; ang the impartial 
historian will, hereafter, place them both upon the same level. May 
a greater respect for ourselves as men, and a more correct public 
taste, if not the possession of a sounder morality, preserve this fa- 
voured republic from so lasting a disgrace. 

LAOCOON. 
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American Baptist Mission to the Burman Empire. 


Review. 


4 particular relation of the American Baptist Mission to the Burman 
Empire. In a series of letters, addressed to Joseru BUTTERWORTH, 
Esq. M. P., London, by Axn H. Jupson. Washington City, Mee- 
han, 1823, 12mo. pp. 315. 





There are probably but few, if any, of our readers who do not 
know there has existed, for years past, a Missionary station within 
the bounds of the Burman Empire, and who have not occasionally 
seen some of the communications addressed by Mr. Judson, the Mis- 
sionary at Rangoon, to the American Baptist Board. Now, who that 
has perused these interesting communications, could fail to feel a 
desire for farther information, especially the fate of an enterprise so 
important in its aim, so evidently and purely christian in its spirit, 
and attended in its progress with so many vicissitudes and such se- 
vere trials. We are happy to perceive that this wish may now be 
fully gratified. Mrs. Judson, the wife of the Missionary, (and her- 
self one of the most efficient of the Missionary band,) having been 
obliged to revisit her native land for the recovery of her health, has 
occupied the intervals of lassitude and pain in preparing a connected 
history of the Mission, from its origin to the month of August last ; 
and we may, with truth, say that we have seldom met with any pro- 
duction better calculated to delight and edify a Christian mind. The 
author is evidently a woman of very high character: no one can 
read her book and not pereeive, throughout, the evidence of power- 
ful native intellect, great vigour and decision in action, an enlight- 
ened view of christianity, strong faith, and devoted zeal. The evi- 
dence of these is not in the language of the narrative, but in the 
facts it records : they are told without ostentation or any fictitious 
glare of purposed effect ; yet they seize upon the feelings of a chris- 
tian bosom, and make the heart glow. Though our former volumes 
contain various notices and journals of this Mission, yet a condensed 
view of its connected history will, doubtless, be acceptable to our 
readers—such a sketch we shall first present, and then suggest some 
of those reflections to which it naturally gives rise. 

The Burman Empire lies on the eastern side of the Bay of Ben- 
gal, comprising the Kingdoms of Arracan, Ava, and Pegue, which, 
though formerly distinct and independent, are now ruled under one 
government of the most absolute and despotic form. The religion 
is Boodhism, a system of religion which teaches that existence in- 
volves in itself the principles of misery and destruction ; their very 
gods go into annihilation, and are succeeded by others who follow 
the same fate ; in consequence they hold that it becomes a wise man 
to raise his desires above all things that exist, and aspire to Vigban, 
the state where there is no existence. Their last deity was Gau- 
dama ; his successor is believed to be somewhere in embryo. Some 
of the hairs of Gaudama are preserved in the pagodas, and for his 
worship, a numerous priesthood are maintained by the contributions 
of the people. The Burmans are a lively, industrious, and energetic 
C. Herayp, No. 227. 4 
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race; and farther advanced in civilization than most of the eastern 
nations. They have neither the pusillanimity of the Hindoos, nor 
the revengeful malignity of the Malays, yet they are avaricious, 
dishonest, false, and sanguinary. The morality inculcated by their 
religion is pure, but they are wholly destitute of its practical influ- 
ence ; truth and honesty are not even known among them as vir- 
tues : insomuch, that after a residence of many years among them, 
Mrs. Judson states it as her deliberate conviction, that from the high- 
est to the lowest grade of society, there is not an individual who, 
in circumstances of temptation, would not violate both. 

We have premised thus much that our readers might have some 
general idea of the country to which this Mission was sent, and of 
the moral night which, unul ‘* these heralds of the dawn” appeared, 
had for centuries enveloped its wretched inhabitants. 

Mr. Judson, a graduate of one of our American universities, after 
entertaining for some time the ‘ faithless creed” of deism, had his 
mind deeply affected with religious impressions, examined and em- 
braced christianity, and was admitted as a student of Theology at 
Andover. In the last year of his course he met with ‘ Buchan- 
an’s Star in the East,” the reading of which production kindled the 
missionary fire in his heart. Discouraged by all around him from the 
romantic project he had conceived, in which, however, Burmah had 
no share, he wrote to the London Missionary Society, and received 
a favourable reply. In the mean time he was joined in his plans by 
Messrs. Nott, Newell, and Hall, whose joint letter to the Massachu- 
setts Association was the origin of an institution, since so conspicu- 
ous in the Missionary Field, “‘ The American Board of Commission- 
ers for Foreign Missions.”” By this Board Mr. Judson was sent to 
England on an expedition of inquiry and council, and on his return 
was permitted to realize the enterprise he had so long cherished in 
his wishes and prayers. 

He embarked with Mrs. Judson, and Mr. and Mrs. Newell, in 
the winter of 1812, and in the May following, arrived at Calcutta. 
it was during the administration of Lord Minto, and the policy of the 
East India Company was directed against the introduction of christi- 
anity among the Hindoos. Our Missionaries were ordered to quit 
the country ; Mr. and Mrs. Newell took the first ship and went to 
the Isle of France. Mr. and Mrs. Judson remaining some time long- 
er, a second order was issued, and after being imprisoned in their 
own house, with difficulty got their destination changed from England 
to the Isle of France, whither they followed their former company, 
but on their arrival, had to weep over the early tomb of one of the 
most excellent of women. While at the Isle of France, it was thought 
advisable that Mr. Rice, who had now joined them, should return to 
America, and attempt the formation of Foreign Missionary Societies 
among the Baptists, to which denomination they had now become 
united. They embarked soon after for Madras, where they arrived 
in June, 1813, but being again met by the hostile authority of the 
East India Company, they once more took shipping. The only vessel 
which was te sail before information of their arrival, which would 
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have brought the grasp of irritated power on their persons, was 
bound to Rangoon. Thus the immediate hand of Providence point- 
ed out their destination, and led them to the spot of their future la- 
bours. Their outset commenced with trials; an excellent English 
servant, procured for them by their friends at Madras, dropped down 
dead as the vessel was getting under way: Mrs. Judson was taken 
dangerously ill, and in crossing the bay, the ship was near being run 
on shore among the rocks ef the Andaman Islands, whose inhabitants 
are savages, and even cannibals. At length they arrived safely at 
Rangoon, where a Mission house had been erected some time be- 
fore by Mr. Chater, who, with Mr. Carey, had been sent here 
by the English Baptist Missionary Society. Here their discourage- 
ments were great and many ; their hearts sunk within them at the 
prospect, but Jesus looked upon them and they were strengthened. 
They sat down with determined application to learn the language, 
which is a peculiar and very difficult tongue, having no analogy to 
any western language, nor to the original and prevailing of the East. 
They had a good teacher, but he did not know a word of English. 
Let the reader reflect for a moment on the task of learning such a 
language without grammar, dictionary, or interpreter, no Christian 
to speak to, no English family in Rangoon, nor a female in all Bur- 
mah with whom Mrs. Judson could exchange a thought. 

To add to their affliction they arrived in a time of great scarcity ; 
and the poor, driven to desperation by famine, began to rob and 
murder. Safety obliged them to leave the Mission house, which was 
situated in a solitary place, and much exposed ; but that part of the 
town to which they had removed, was soon after burnt to the ground, 
and they with difficulty saved their effects from the flames. The 
Viceroy of the Burman Empire, who resides at Rangoon, had a ge- 
neral idea of Mr. Judson’s being a priest, or religious teacher, and in 
consequence treated him with some attention, (for the Burmans have 
a great reverence for their priesthood,) but Mr. Judson considered 
it as premature to let the design be known on which he came to Ran- 
goon. They had not been here more than six months when the 
health of Mrs. Judson declined, so as to render it necessary for her 
to quit the climate. She would not consent that her husband should 
interrupt his studies, and in consequence embarked alone for Madras. 
It was about this time that this solitary labourer made his first effort 
to communicate religious instruction ; and, as was natural, his attempt 
was directed to his aged and excellent teacher ; (a learned man, and 
formerly a priest,) but he refused to believe in a future state of 
eternal blessedness ; he acknowledged it would be best if it could be 
attained, but that was impossible, and existence being necessarily 
attained with suffering nigban, or annihilation, was the great object 
of hope and desire ; he resolved all things into fate, and denied an 
eternal being. 

Mrs. Judson’s health was re-established, and in three months she 
returned. They continued patiently to labour at the language until 
May, 1816, when one more bitter cup was presented to them in the 
loss of an only child, in which they found their only recreation amidst 
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the dreariness of surrounding privations. The mother and the Mis- 
sionary are sweetly mingled in Mrs. Judson’s account of this event ; 
and it is evident from the narration that it was blessed to the end for 
which, in her own pious language, it was sent, ‘‘to show them that 
they needed no other source of enjoyment but God himself.” Be- 
fore this time Mr. Judson had began to experience the effects of se- 
vere and unremitted study ; falling into the common mistake of eager 
students, he had spared no time for exercise or relaxation, and the 
consequence was a nervous disorder that deprived him of all capa- 
city, even to read, or to hear reading, for many months. He had 
just concluded on a voyage to Calcutta, as his only remedy, when 
the arrival in Bengal of Mr. and Mrs. Hough, Missionaries destined 
to Rangoon, brightened the dark cloud that lowered over their pros- 
pects, determined him at last to wait their arrival. Yet such was the 
devotion of this servant of God to the work he had undertaken, that 
while in sucha state as to be unable to look at a book, he employed 
himself in composing a dictionary, a Burman Grammar, and a Tract, 
(the first ever written in the same language.) In October, 1816, 
the new Missionaries arrived, and were welcomed to the hitherto 
lonely abode of their suffering predecessors. Mr. Hough brought 
with him a printing press, and Burman types, sent by the Baptist 
brethren at Serampore, a valuable present indeed to an infant Mis- 
sion like that at Rangoon. As soon as Mr. H. (who understood the 
printing business,) had acquired enough of the language, he com- 
menced the printing of the ‘Tracts composed by Mr. Judson ; the one 
a summary of Christian Doctrine, of 7 pages, 1,000 copies ; the other 
a Catechism, of 6 pages, 3,000 copies. 

The distribution of these writings awakened inquiry, and it was 
not long before Mr. Judson enjoyed the long-sought felicity of see- 
ing persons from every rank in society coming to him for informa- 
tion respecting the new way. ‘The manner in which the first of 
these visits of inquiry is noticed in his journal, shows the genuine 
Missionary. 

Mrs. J., who appears throughout to have taken at least a full share 
of Missionary effort and enterprise, had, by this time, a little company 
from fifteen to twenty females, who regularly attended her, and to 
whom she read the scriptures, and endeavoured to explain its doc- 
trines. They remained, however, for a long time in lamentable ig- 
norance of the saving truth proclaimed to them ; and it would be 
amusing, were it not connected with considerations so melancholy, 
to listen to their uncouth replies when questioned on the subject. 
The Mission, thus becoming daily more promising, Mr. J. judged 
that the time was come to attempt the public preaching of the Word ; 
but feeling diffident of his skill in the language, and fearing, lest in 
case of difficulty, the truth might suffer through misapprehension, 
he was very desirous of an interpreter. Understanding that at Chit- 
tagong, a port only ten days sail from Rangoon, there were some 
converted Arrakanese, who spoke both languages, he determined to 
make the voyage, (now very desirable too on account of his health,) 
and accordingly embarked, with the expectation of being about three 
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months absent, the vessel not expecting to return within that time. 

He had been away nearly that time, when a native boat, direct from 

Chittagong, brought the alarming intelligence, that nothing had been 

seen or heard there of the vessel in which he sailed. Besides the 

torture of this surprise, the minds of Mrs. J. and her companions 

had to endure a new afiliction. Mr..Hough was suddenly ordered 
to the Court-house, and detained for three days, and very rudely in- 
terrogated by the subaltern Officers of Government ; but as they act- 
ed from a wilful perversion of the order of the Viceroy, Mrs. J. 

presented to him in person a petition which produced Mr. H.’s im- 

mediate liberation, and a reprimand to those who had been disposed 
to persecute. For three long months more Mrs. J. remained in fear- 
ful uncertainty respecting her husband’s fate, and had even embark- 
ed with Mr. and Mrs. Hough, who were going to Bengal for their 
health ; but the ship being detained at the mouth of the river, this 
heroic woman, under all the accumulated circumstances of discou- 
ragement which could unite to depress and to appal the strongest 
mind—her husband, in all probability, lost at sea—her companions 
leaving her—her property, for the most part, sold—her passage paid, 
and her trunk on board—concluded to leave the ship and return to 

her station at Rangoon. She did so, and in two days after heard that’ 
Mr. J. was safely arrived at Madras ; and, in less than a fortnight, 
beheld him once moreat the Mission-house, resuming, with vigor, the 
beloved work of instructing the perishing Burmans. In a few weeks 
after, (Sept. 1818,) two more Missionaries arrived, Messrs. Coleman 
and Wheelock, who had been sent by the American Baptist Board. 

These were both immediately attacked with bleeding at the lungs. 

Mr. Coleman recovered, and commenced copying Mr. Judson’s gram- 
mar, and a Burman dictionary, compiled by the same indefatigable 
hand; but Mr. Wheelock continued to grow worse—left Rangoon 
ix August, and died at sea. An important era now commenced in this 
long tried Mission. A piece of land was purchased on one of the 
public roads, and a building called a zayat erected ; in one apartment 
of which Mr. J. sat to receive inquirers, and explain the scriptures ; 
and in the othera school was opened, and public worship maintained, 


for the first time, in the Burman language. This was on the 4th of 


April, 1819, a day which will be ever memorable in the history of 
this benighted land. From this time Gospel light began to spread 
with rapidity, and it was not long before grace evidently came with 
truth. Mr. J.’s apartment was often filled with inquirers, many of 
whom stayed for hours together, and gladly accepted Tracts. ‘The 
first who gave evidence of conversion was named Moung Nau, a man 
in humble life, but who soon discovered a heavenly mind. Did not 
the angels of God rejoice over this “ first fruit of Burmah unto God ?” 
After about a month’s constant and serious attendance, he wrote a 
letter full of simplicity and evident sincerity, earnestly praying for 
baptism ; and on the 27th of June that ordinance was publicly ad- 
ministered to him in a large pond adorned with a gigantic image of 
Gaudama. He has proved very useful to the Mission, and continues 
to give increasing evidence of being indeed a new creature. In Au- 
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gust Mr. J. was visited by a Burman teacher of high’standing, who 
had, some years before, obtained accidentally the idea of an Eternal 
Deity. It had been floating in his mind, and occasionally troubling 
him ever since. He continued his visits at the zayat, until he was 
entirely satisfied of the falsity of Boodhism, but still seemed averse 
from the humbling doctrines of the cross. In October, two more con- 
verts, Moung Thahlah, and Moung Byaa, presented their petition for 
baptism, but dreading persecution, requested it might be performed 
in secret. To this request the Missionaries demurred, and the appli- 
cants were put off—they renewed their petition, no longer insisting 
upon absolute privacy ; and, at length, taking into view the danger 
of irritating the Government, by any thing like ostentation or bra- 
vado, the Missionaries concluded to administer the ordinance at sun- 
set. They were baptized on the 7th of November, and the next 
Lord’s day held the first Burman Prayer Meeting that ever sent its 
odours to heaven. The attendance of the teacher, whom we have 
mentioned above, attracted notice, and being reported to the Vice- 
roy, he commanded the informer to “‘ inquire further ;”’ which for- 
midable words produced such a general panic, that not only the teach- 
er, but all other inquirers, for a time, suspended their visits to the 
zayat ; and Mr. J. was left, for days together, in depressing solitude. 
This decided him in making a direct application to the Emperor, 
since, if the Government once uttered its prohibition, the Mission 
must instantly come to an end. The dread of Governmental autho- 
rity pervades a Burman mind with a force which Europeans are un- 
able to conceive. 

Influenced by this consideration, Mr. J., accompanied by Mr. Cole- 
man, and taking with them their faithful Moung Nau, sat out from Ran- 
goon, on the 2ist of December, and on the 26th of January reached 
Ara, the Imperial residence. The anxiety of a Missionary of the 
Cross, on such an occasion, may easily be conceived—not only the 
fate of the Mission, but all the solemn interests connected with its 
success, hung suspended on the event of a moment—on the word of 
aman. ‘They succeeded in obtaining an audience of the Emperor, 
being introduced by his private Secretary of State. He met them 
in a magnificent hall of the palace, glittering with gold. But few 
persons were present, and as the Emperor advanced, all threw them- 
selves prostrate before him. The Missionaries kneeled, and with 
folded hands fixed their eyes on the despot, upon whose word de 
pends the life of millions: after asking a few questions, he seated him- 
self upon the throne, and their petition was read before him. He lis- 
tened to it attentively, and taking it into his own hand, read it delibe- 
rately through, and handed it back to his minister. When a copy of 
the Tract was presented to him, he read the two first sentences, 
(which declare the being of an Eternal God,) and cast it down with an 
air of contemptuous indifference. The officer uncovered the present 
they had brought, (a magnificent copy of the Bible in six volumes,) 
but he took no notice, and the heart-broken Missionaries were led out 
of his presence to the lodgings of his physician, a Portuguese priest, 
to be examined as to their skill in medicine ; this was soen finished, 
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and as they were found to possess no panacea which would give him 
immortality, they were left to retire to their boat, bowed down in spi- 
rit, but adoring the mysterious providence of Him whose ways are in 
the great deep. They afterwards discovered that it was a settled prin- 
ciple of the Burman Government, that the religion of the Emperor 
must be that of all his subjects ; and that they had committed a great 
offence by even asking leave to propagate any other. They therefore 
left Ava with the conviction that the Mission was at an end. The new 
converts learned the issue of this journey, but were undismayed, and 
earnestly dissuaded their teachers from abandoning their enterprise. 
Subdued by their entreaties, they finally concluded that Mr. and Mrs. 
Judson should remain at Rangoon, while Mr. and Mrs. Coleman at- 
tempted to establish a Station at Chittagong. Accordingly, on the 
27th of March, these affectionate companions separated, alas! to 
meet no more below! for in June following, Mr. C., after having 
made a promising commencement in the neighbourhood of Chitta- 
gong, was suddenly removed by death. The Mission at Rangoon, 
however, instead of being attacked by Governmental persecution, 
continued gradually to prosper ; public worship was still maintain- 
ed, and of the inquirers, one after another gave evidence of effec- 
tual conversion, and received Christian baptism. Some of these 
were persons in respectable stations in life, whose influence will be 
highly beneficial to the cause. Great diversity appeared in the cir- 
cumstances of their conversion: some embracing the truth with 
readiness and ardour, others with slow and cautious circumspection ; 
but all came, ultimately, to the same point, being taught by the Holy 
Spirit their utter ruin, and God’s effectual remedy. The health of 
Mrs. J. had, at length, so far declined, that it became indispensible 
to remove her from Rangoon, and her weakness was too great to 
allow of her going alone. Mr. J., therefore, embarked on the 20th 
of July, and on the 18th of August arrived at Calcutta. There she 
partially recovered, and in November they left Bengal, but did not 
reach Rangoon till January, 1814. Conversions continued to occur. 
A native school was opened by one of the female converts, and an 
intelligent young man manifested strong desires to serve God in the 
ministry of his Son. The Epistle to the Ephesians, the Book of Acts, 
the Gospel and Epistles of John, were this year translated and re- 
vised ; and some appearances of danger having induced Mr. J. to 
close, the zayat, he devoted his time principally to this work, resolv - 
ing to attempt a version of the New Testament. Mrs. Judson’s 
health again declining, she came in August to the conclusion of re- 
turning to her native shores, where, if any where, she might hope 
for a restoration of her constitution, now quite broken down by the 
climate. But the Mission was dear to her heart, nor could she think, 
whatever might be her own privations, of taking Mr. J. from his be- 
loved labours. She left him, and embarked alone, exhibiting, once 
more, that true heroism, which meekly, but resolutely, sacrifices 
all that is dear, to promote a great and worthy object. She arrived 
safely, and still clinging to the interests of Rangoon, compiled the 
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history before us, and published it for the benefit of the Mission. A 
few words more will close the narrative. In December, 1821, Dr. 
Price joined Mr. Judson, and in July following, was summoned to 
attend the Emperor as physician at Ava. The Journal closes with 
the 2ist of August last, at which time Mr. J., andghis brother Price, 
were just about to embark for the capitol of the Burman Empire. 
In our late numbers we have published a full account of the manner 
in which they were received at the ** Golden Feet ;’’ and having here 
given a connected sketch of the history of this Mission, it only re- 


mains for us to add a few reflections which it naturally suggests. 
(To be continued. ) 





Xntelligeuce. 
UNITED STATES,——Annivensanies in New-York. 


(Concluded from page 22.) 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


After the tribute of respect paid by the Hon. Mr. Cuinron to the 
memory of Dr. Boudinot, and to his worthy successor, as recorded 
in our last number, he offered a resolution that the thanks of the So- 
ciety be presented to the President for his Address, &c. 

Mr. Clinton then went into a concise, luminous, and able discus- 
sion ‘* of the principles, objects, and merits of associations establish- 
ed for diffusing the Holy Scriptures.’’ To follow him in this disqui- 
sition, is impossible within our limits. After expressing deep regret 
that opposition should have arisen ‘‘ to a dispensation of the highest 
charity,” he contended that we were not to be deterred by it from 
performing our duty. 


“ While this opposition proceeds from quarters entitled to the highest res- 
pect, and is enforced by the most ingenious appeals to sectarian feeling, to 
the passions and the imagination, it is our incumbent duty to resist all at- 
tempts to intercept the light of heaven from striking the earth.” 

‘Whatever glosses may be thrown on this subject, and whatever dis- 
guises may be adopted, it is obvious that the 5 ee must finally en- 
trench itself in the obsolete exploded doctrine of the danger of illumina- 
ting mankind. And no person can take this ground without entertaining 
erroneous views of the fabric of human society, and of the high destinies 
of religion.” 

“To deny the full benefit of the Scriptures, in the most unlimited and 
unsophisticated shape, to all the family of mankind, is to assume the ground 
of our incapacity for the full reception of the revealed will of heaven ; and 
the whole assumption is predicted on the most untenable premises. If the 
Almighty, in the plenitude of his goodness, has graciously condescended 
to promulgate his will to the human race, we cannot deny our capacity to 
citaiinael the revelation without charging Divine Providence with an use- 


less dispensation. And, if we take refuge in the pale of sectarian preten- 
sions, and insist that the light of the Gospel shall only reach us through the 
refracting medium of human illustration, is not this a virtual abandonment 
of the controversy? The Deity, in declaring his will, announced that man 
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was able to receive, and ought to enjoy, the full benefit of the revelation. 
And in contending that it must be conveyed in an exclusive channel, or only 
through certain selected organs, we fully concede that human nature may 
be rendered a fit depository, as well as channel, of divine truth. And, to 
borrow the language of a great philosopher, ‘ to say that a blind custom of 
obedience should be a surer obligation than duty taught and understood, is 
to affirm that a blind man may tread surer by a guide, than a seeing man 
can by a light.’ Within this narrow compass is comprised the whole phi- 
losophy of the debate.” 


He then went over the same ground before occupied, in showing 
the need of the Scriptures in the heathen world—a field which pre- 
sented an opportunity for the classical elegance and erudition of the 
speaker to appear to great advantage. His comparison of the weak- 
ness of human laws, with the perfection of the requirements and 
awful grandeur of the sanctions which mark the divine, exhibited a 
mind deeply conversant with the structure of human society. In 
conclusion, he observed, 


“Tnstitutions like this, unite in the bonds of friendship and charity, all 
their cultivators, without regard to kindred, sect, tongue, or nation. In this 
place an altar is erected to concord—peace is declared amoung the most dis- 
cordant sects—and the parti-coloured coat of Joseph is exchanged for the 
seamless garment of Christ ; and in sucha holy cause, be assured, that the 
visitations of Divine approbation will attend your proceedings—that oppo- 
sition will prove like the struggles of a river with the ocean—and that, al- 
though mountains of sophistry may be piled on mountains of invective, 
like Ossa on Pelion, yet all such attempts will terminate like the fabled wars 
of the Titans, and can never prevail against truth and heaven.” 


To this resolution, Perer A. Jay, Esq. replied, acknowledging, on 
behalf of his father, the tribute of respect from the Society. 

Wm. W. Wootsey, Esq. moved a vote of thanks to the Senior 
Vice-President, MarrHew Crarkson, Esq., which was seconded by 
Samvet Boyp, Esq. 

Ona motion of thanks to the Treasurer and Secretaries, the Rev. 
Mr. Hensuaw, of the Episcopal Church at Baltimore, delivered an 
animated and eloquent address. He contrasted the condition of the 
Society in its origin, and at the present moment—beautifully com- 
paring it then to a feeble child, now to a mother with her progeny 
around her. After general observations on the value of the Bible, 
Mr. H. took up and refuted the objection, that spreading it is not the 
appointed mode of converting the world ; and showed the mutual har- 
mony of Bible and Missionary Institutions as forming but “ different 
columns in the sacramental host of God’s elect.’? Speaking of the 
influence of united exertions in conciliating Christians to each other, 
he said, 


_ “This is no party association—no shibboleth of a sect is inscribed upon 
its banners ; its only motto is, ‘ glory to God in the highest; peace on earth, 
good will towards men.’ Before the noble, Catholic, benevolent spirit 
of a Bible Society, the petty demon of sectarian bigotry shrinks away, 
ashamed of its own littieness and deformity. The Presbyterian and Epis- 
copalian—the Methodist and the Baptist—the Friend and the Lutheran, 
C. Henarp, No. 227. 7 
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who once looked awry, and cast on each other the leer of suspicion, if not 
of malignant hate, now look each other in the face, and exchange the smile 
of brotherly affection.” 


He then adverted to the political condition of Europe, as bearing 
upon the prospects of the cause of general Christianity, and espe- 
cially as portending the downfall of the Popish and the Mahomedan 
opposition. 


“'The day of tumult, war and bloodshed, when the spirits of atheism broke 
forth from the pit, and threatened to lay waste all that was lovely in the 
character, and al! that was precious in the hopes of man, was the birth-day 
of Bible and Missionary Societies. The bow of God has not, as usual, il- 
luminated the summer cloud, but shot across the blackest tempest ;—the 
seeds of peace have been sown in the very tract of contending armies ; and 
the harsh sound of the clarion has only prepared the way for the sweet 
tones of the Gospel trumpet.” 


Josera C. Honnsaiower, Esq. of New-Jersey, adverted to the 
scene exhibited on the last evening in that Hall, when the United 
Foreign Missionary Society had received the war club of an Indian 
warrior, as an offering to the Prince of Peace ; and had seen two of 
the baptized children of their Mission School present to ask their 
prayers—he considered these as legitimate fruits of the Bible cause. 

The Rev. Dr. Mitnor, Foreign Secretary of the Society, rose to 
return thanks for the honour done to himself and his colleagues by 
the last vote. After expressing his satisfaction in reflecting on the 
character and the tendency of the efforts in which they were enga- 
ged, Dr. M. said, 


“ Rejecting, with aversion, a sentiment which had its origin in the dark- 
est era of the Churclf, that injury may arise from a wide spread circula- 
tion of the oracles of God, we present those oracles, unreservedly, to all 
who are willing to accept them ; as containing nothing but what their Di- 
vine Author intended should be communicated to all mankind, for the gui- 
dance of their faith, and the regulation of their practice. We assume 
not the province of mutilating the integrity of the sacred volume. We sub- 
join not to it the glosses of men. Neither do we plead guilty to the charge 
on which we have been arraigned, of separating the Scriptures from the 
ministry and ordinances of religion—the word from the church of God; 
for we faithfully deliver to our fellow-men, all that has been told us from 
heaven in relation to these interesting subjects. 

“ Where is the ministry that desires a better authorization? Where is 
the church that seeks a surer foundation than is to be found in the unerring 
pages of revelation ? In giving the Bible, we supply the only authentic evi- 
dence that can exist of the divine institution of a Gospel ministry ; and the 
most powerful auxiliary in the exercise of its hallowed functions. We af- 
ford the best means for an intelligent understanding, and, under the infla- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, for the right application of the instructions of that 
ministry. We put into the hands of the people a touchstone, by which the 
verity of the doctrines taught, and the precepts urged by the teachers of 
religion, may be tested ; and which no servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, if 
he bear a heaven-derived commission, will fear tu have applied to his com- 
munications : and we exhibit the Church in all that primitive beauty and 
simplicity in which she was arrayed in the time of Christ and his apostles.” 
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He then appealed to the conduct of the advocates of the American 
Bible Society, as a proof that their principles did not lead men from 
the ordinances and the ministry. Dr. M. after commending the zeal 
of the Auxiliary Societies, congratulated the assembly on the general 
prosperity and rapid progress of the cause of Scriptural truth, and 
expressing his benevolent wishes for the Vice-President and his fel- 
low-officers, closed with anticipating the happy hour when 


“ Their spirits, associated with Buchanan, and Martyn, and Boudinot, and 
Owen, in the enjoyments of the blessed, may the remembrance of their 
and your virtuous example, maintain its influence through successive gene- 
rations ; and this noble monument of Christian piety and zeal, with its innu- 
merable kindred associations, still survive to spread its blessings with a ten- 
fold increase and effect through the world.” 


Dr. Milnor was followed by the Rev. Mr. Fivrey, from the Bap- 
tist Church at Baltimore. The address of this gentleman was deliver- 
ed with glowing vehemence, and the effect of some of its passages 
was very powerful. We regret that the extent to which our state- 
ment has already grown, will preclude us from being particular in 
noticing it. Speaking of the age of infidelity, now we hope for ever 
past, Mr. F. said, * If there be an inspiration of darkness analagous 
to an inspiration of light, it has been felt and exemplified by the foes 
of the Bible, when all that was fascinating in style, alluring in state- 
ment, self-denied in zeal, and energetic in argument, has been array- 
ed against the pretensions and assurance of the documents of hea- 
ven—but these days are now gone by. Infidelity, in its operations 
and efforts, has served its purpose, and now stands an acknowledged 
illustration of the shortsightedness of Satan, and the impotency of 
the gates of hell.”’ 

Speaking incidentally of enthusiasm, he said there could be no 
such class of beings as the enthusiastics. 


“ When we look back on the achievements of the last few years, and 
compare anticipations and results together ; when in a period of so short du- 
ration, we behold the impulse given and felt nearly round the globe ; when 
we try to ascertain the parallel between what enthusiasm itself would have 
proposed, and what faith has fulfilled; we hail the column of the victor 


on the rising ground, while enthusiasm itself is in the vale below, panting 
far behind! 


Mr. F. dwelt much on the influence of Christianity in enlarging and 
strengthening the intellect. | 


“ We are convinced by the history of ages and the present state of coun- 
tries, where they are without hope and without God in the world, that the 
Sun of Righteousness alone could resuscitate the torpid and benumbed 
faculties of mankind. We know that from revelation mind has derived 
its strength, science its utility, and the arts their refinement. From the Bi- 
ble the astronomer has moralized his demonstrations, and the geologist 
borrowed his clue and resolutions—Nay, it is from Heaven, the poet and 
the orator have received models of their respective arts, and all that is sub- 
lime, venerable, or pathetic in the products of human genius have been 
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durable only as they embodied, the spirit and genius of these perfect 
prototypes. 
We can add but one passage more. 


“ While avarice is calculating its petty profits, and saying “ Gold is my 
trust ;” while lawless ambition, covered with blood and dust, is grasping 
the laurel dripping with the tears of the orphan ; while science herself finds 
a fancied immortality, guessing at the laws of other worlds, and trifling in 
her own; the charity of the Bible, through the Bible Society, is busied 
saving souls and restoring to harmony. the wreck of intellect. She is from 
another atmosphere, and holier elevation, marking and guiding the evolu- 
tions of that moral conflict which divides the anxieties of the universe. 
And we this day unite our acclamations with her’s when cheering on to 
victory in Death, the soldiers of the cross—The Bible contains her tactics; 
her war-song is the seraphic praise of Jesus, the Captain, and in all her 
pees the Gospel trumpet gives a certain sound to prepare for the 

attle.’ 


Mr. Jonn Griscom made a few observations in commendation of 
Auxiliary Societies ; after which, Rev. B. Mortimer, of the Moravi- 
an Church, seconded by Rev. Dr. McLeopn, of the Reformed Pres- 
byterian Church, moved a vote of thanks to the contributors to the 
expense of the Depository. 


The last resolution was moved by Turtonpore Dwienrt, Esq. of New- 
York, and seconded by Rev. Mr. Jonnson, of Newtown, Long-Island, of 
the Episcopal church. 

“ Resolved, That the Scciety learn with lively satisfaction, that the pros- 
pect of introducing the Scriptures into various parts of South America be- 
comes more and more flattering ; and that the Society will do every thing 
in their power to supply the wants and gratify the wishes of the inhabi- 
tants of that portion of our continent on this interesting subject.” 


The Rev. Dr. Mitnor then introduced to the Society Seignior 
Vicente Rocarverte, a South American, and a native of Peru‘ 
who made the following remarks : 


“ Conscious, as I am, of the impossibility of expressing properly my 
thoughts in the English language, I would excuse myself from occupying 
a single moment of the time of this meeting ; but the love of my country, 
superior to any self-consideration, impels me to break silence, and ask your 
indulgence. 

“Born in South-America, near the equator, under the Spanish yoke, 
and inquisitorial fanaticism, how gratifying it is for me to meet here so 
many good Christians, the glory of America, and consolation of humanity. 
My joy can be better understood than described. Where can there be an 
emotion more pure and exalted than that which I experience at this mo- 
ment, seeing myself surrounded, for the first time in my life, by so many 
worthy supporters of religion, who, in spite of the apparent diversity in 
dress, and worship, are all clothed with the Spirit of the true God, enlight- 
ened with the.wisdom of the Bible, and united by the brotherly love of the 
Gospel. From this very difference of opinions and sects results a harmo- 
ny as admirable in the moral order as it is in the planetary system ; and 
in the same manner as the different stars, at different distances, in submis- 
sion to the same law of attraction, are revolving without interfering, never 
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altering the calmness of the sky ; in the same manner, Christians subjected 
to the will of God, as revealed in the Bible, meet each other with cheer- 
fulness ; animated by the benevolent spirit of the Gospel, they love their 
fellow creatures, give up their passions, seek the road to heaven by a per- 
fect self-denial of their own concerns, and serve the true God of charity, 
extending by their good actions the sphere of human happiness. This 
awe of virtue and religious tolerance is only to be found here, in Eng- 
nd, and among the nativns which enjoy the benefit of free institutions, 
manifesting in the purest light, the perfect concord and union between 
Christian morality, political liberty, and genuine principles of legislation. 

This truth is extremely important for a South American, conscious of 
the noble struggle in which his country is engaged to expel from those 
fruitful shores the monster of despotism, and to extinguish for ever that 
monastic superstition, the enemy to every useful reform ; that lever which 
shakes the earth, fixing in Heaven its point of support ; which in the name 
and in behalf of Religion, sacrificed to its avarice the innocent race of Pe- 
ruvian Incas, condemned to the stake the unfortunate Goatimozin, the last 
of the Mexican emperors, and established in unhappy America the sangui- 
nary worship of inquisitorial fanaticism. It is not enough to know that 
there is a perfect union between morality and legislation, its application to 
the new governments of America is indispensable. To you, noble promo- 
ters of virtue, benefactors of mankind, directors of the institution of the 
Bible Society, to you belongs the fulfilment of that honourable task. Turn 
your eyes towards the rising nations of the South, and you will there ob- 
serve a people worthy of your sympathies and of your protection; they 
are fighting gloriously for independence and liberty, but, alas! liberty is 
not to be obtained without virtue, and virtue is not to be found but in the 
principles of the Bible and of the Gospel; those sacred books without 
note or comment are the true elements of social order. To promote vir- 
tue through the Gospel, is to fix on a solid basis the political liberty of 
America; it is to sow for future generations the incorruptible seeds of 
peace and happiness ; it is, in fine, to attain the great object of this institu- 
tion, as new as it is admirable. 

In the rapture of my patriotic exultation, for the morality and liberty of 
my country, [ would wish you might send, on the wings ef Cherubims, 
thousands and thousands of Bibles and New Testaments to South Ame- 
rica; that you could immediately establish in Lima, an auxiliary Bible So- 
ciety. | am convinced that it would prosper ; the inhabitants of those hap- 
py climates are good, benevolent, of mild dispositions ; and sensible enough 
to comprehend, in a short time, the great utility of this institution, The 
Spanish policy, guided by short-sighted bigotry, has deprived them, till 
now, of the consolation of perusing those admirable maxims. Very few 
of the clergy even have had an opportunity of reading the Bible through- 
out; but when they will know the good effect of the Bible, they will un- 
doubtedly form several establishments under the auspices of the Parent 
Society. Perhaps a great many patriots, and enlightened ministers, giving 
up their anterior prejudices, will recommend these sacred books ; and giv- 
ing the Bible to the people, they will repeat what the Lord said to Joshua. 

‘ This Book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth ; but thou shalt 
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according 
to all that is written therein, for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, 
and then thou shalt have good success,’ ’ 

Yes, the new nations of America will enjoy the triumph of their Inde- 

endence, and the felicity of their liberty, if they would organize their new 
institutions, following the spirit of toleration, of equality, and self-denial, 
so much recommended in the Gospel; this Holy Book must be the tic 
which should unite all the nations of this vast continent; its equality is the 
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true dogma of legitimacy of divine origin ; its generosity must be the Holy 
Alliance suitable to Independent America. An alliance of virtues, and not 
of self-interest ; an alliance for abolishing slavery, and not to restrain the 
noble flight of liberty ; an alliance for promoting human happiness through 
moral civilization, and not to root it out with a hundred thousand soldiers, 
forcing conviction at the point of the bayonet; an alliance which shall 
make fear and dread fall upon the hypocrites and ambitious chiefs of na- 
tions ; an alliance which shall extirpate the seeds of war, insure universal 
peace, and form, from the myriads of the inhabitants of the earth, a mu- 
merous and Christian family, as enlightened, as good, and as benevolent, 
as the members of this meeting. This same meeting is only a sketch, a 
miniature, of the large evangelical Society that, in future ages, shall cover 
the aurface of the globe ; the world, regenerated by the divine light of the 
Gospel, will bless the memory of the promoters of this admirable institu- 
tion. These virtuous Christians will hear from heaven the hymns and 
songs of praise, directed to the throne of Jehovah, by all the inhabitants 
of this redeemed land ; and their celestial joy ean only be increased by the 
prospect of human happiness in perfect harmony with the will of God.” 


22m 
PRESBYTERIAN EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


The fifth anniversary of this Society was celebrated in the brick Church 
on Thursday evening, May 8. In the absence of the President, JonaTHan 
Littxe, Esq. one of the Vice-Presidents was called to the chair. The 
meeting was opened with prayer, by the Rev. Dr. Hillyer, of Orange N.J. 
after which the annual report was read, and addresses made by the Rev. 
Mr. Baldwin of this city, Rev. Mr. Smith of Ball Town, Rev. Mr. Wickham 
of this city, Rev. Mr. Lansing of Auburn, and the Rev. Dr. M‘Auley of 
this city. This society numbers on its list of Beneficiaries the last year, 
one hundred and three young men, in different stages of their education. 
A further notice of this society will shortly be given, when the annual Re- 
port is before us. 


ee 
AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR MELIORATING THE CONDITION OF THE JEWS. 


This society, whose claims to Christian interest hourly increase, held its 
fourth anniversary on the 9th of My, at the City Hotel. The President 
was absent, and the chair was taken by Dr. Milledoler. Dr. Porter, of Cats- 
kill, having introduced the business of the meeting with prayer, and the 
Treasurer, R. M. Blatchford, Esq. having read his report; the annual Re- 
port of the Board of Managers was read by the Rev. Samuel H. Cox, the 
Secretary for domestic correspondence,* and we now proceed to notice, 
with unavoidable brevity, the further proceedings of the meeting. The 
motion for the acceptance of the Report was made by the Rev. Thaddeus 

ood, who described, in the course of his speech, some of the scenes 
which had accompanied the exertions of christians on the other side of the 
Atlantic for the same general object; when the corner stone of a large 
building was laid by the hands of a royal Duke, which has since been com- 
leted, and is now destined to the accommodation of Christianized Jews. 
He had there seen eleven adult Israelites, with their children, baptized into 
the Christian faith, and heard infant Jewish voices singing Hosanna to the 
Son of David. He had there been‘delighted with the forcible arguments 


* We have prepared an abstract of this document, which our readers will find in 
a subsequent number. 
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and electrifying eloquence of lord Erskine, Mr. Wilberforce, the Rev. Mr. 
Simeon, and other distinguished advocates of the institution. By the lauda- 
ble exertions of such benefactors, that. Society now enjoys an annual re- 
venue of forty-five thousand dollars. 

The motion was seconded by the Rev. Reuben Smith, of Ball Town, 
whose address was opened with peculiar solemnity of sentiment, in view 
of the grandeur of the object contemplated by the Society. 

He noticed the singular coincidence of views and exertions in such dis- 
tant parts of the world, and that the same identical measure should have 
been the result of counsels proceeding independently of, and unknown to 
each other. “ Does not this,” said M.S. “ look like the doings of that 
same Eternal Spirit whe simultaneously influenced a Peter at Joppa and a 
Cornelius at Cesarea to enter upon one of his grand designs of merey ?” 
He adverted to the honour about to be conferred on our country, by heing 
permitted to hold within her bosom the asylum of God’s returning people. 
“The return of the Jews! what changes might it effect on our commerce ? 
what lustre would it add to our national character? what additions shall 
it bring to the stock of ancient learning ? what new light shall it throw on 
the interpretation of the scriptures ?” On this subject Mr. S. adverted to 
the celebrated passage in Isaiah “ Ho (not wo) to the land shadowing with 
wings” &c. which had been applied by a celebrated writer to our country ; 


. and which now seemed about to receive a new and unexpected fulfilment. 


A motion of thanks to the auxiliaries was offered by the Rev. Dr. M‘Leod, 
accompanied by pertinent remarks on the general object of the society, 
which, as it used no compulsion and offered no bribe, but simply provided 
an asylum for the destitute, could scarcely be an object of censure even to 
such Jews as refused its benefits. 

The motion was seconded by the Rev. Mr. M‘Cartee, who dwelt with 
much feeling on the obligations of the Christian world to this long despi- 
sed and cruelly persecuted people. He urged, among other arguments, the 
example of the Saviour, whose mission was oe and primarily adapt- 
ed to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Wanderers, as they were, they 
should return. Israel in all his tribes should yet “in his own Jordan lave 
his bleeding feet,” and the days of his mourning should be ended. 

Mr. Jadownicky, (pronounced Juadownisky,) the Polish Jew, sent out by 
Count Von Der Recke to co-operate with this society on his behalf, made 
a very interesting and impressive appeal to the sympathies of American 
Christians on behalf of his unhappy countrymen. We regret that we are 
precluded from going into detail, as many of the facts which he stated 
ought to be fixed in our memories, that they may affect and prompt our 
affections and our efforts. He related them with a full heart, and his ut- 
terance was more than once interrupted with sobs, 

Mr. J. did not upbraid, but he proved that while condemning the Jews 
for unbelief in the Saviour, Christ’s professed followers had neglected the 
means of converting them ; nay, more, had been positively active in depriv- 
ing them of all means of grace; an instance of which existed in the city 
of Frankford when a population of 4000 Jews were shut up in a small 
suburb all the sabbath long, neither supplied with the Gospel in their cage, 
nor suffered to come out to hear it. But Ged had sent a Nimrod among 
these oppressors, and had compelled them to abolish many of those regu- 
lations which administered cruelty by a law. Now in that very city of 


‘Frankford the zealous Marc was labouring, and with his little band of co- 


adjutors, rejoiced year after year over numbers of Jews converted through 
their instrumentality, and added to the fold of the great Shepherd of the 
Church. He vindicated the character of these converts, and lamentin 
their scattered state, found his relief in the prospect of their being gathe 
into the proposed Colony, here they will unite into a Church, settle them- 
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selves on a tract of land, labour diligently, and in time send out missiona- 
ries to their unconverted brethren. 


Suniiary. 


American Evangelical Tract Society —This society celebrated its first Anniver- 
sary on the 2ist of May, in the Rev. Dr. M‘Leod’s Church, in Chambers-St. An- 
drew Gifford, Esq President of the Society, took the chair, and the meeting was 
 cagre with prayer by the Rev. Dr. M‘Leod. The annual Report was read by 

r. Agnew, the Secretary, after which the meeting was addressed by Messrs. Ro- 
bert Kelly, Joseph Nelson, Rev. Dr. M‘Leod, and the Rev. Mr. Wilson of New- 
burgh. Under the patronage of the society is published, monthly, a small duode- 
cimo Magazine, at Newburgh, entitled the Evangelical Witness, and edited by the 
Rev. James R. Wilson. They also distributed a large number of religious tracts. 

Ordination —On Wednesday the 14th of May, the Classis of Poughkeepsie 
assembled in the Reformed Dutch Church at Fishkill Landing, for the ordination 
ef the Rev. William S. Heyer to the work of the Gospel Ministry, and for his In- 
stallation as Pastor of the Church in that place, and likewise for the Ordination of 
the Rev. John Hendricks, as an Evangelist. The introductory prayer was offered 
by the Rev. John Gosman, of Kingston; the ordination sermon was preached by 
the Rev. David S. Parker, of Rhinebeck, (who presided on the occasion,) from 
Bphesians, iv. 11. “‘ And gave some Evangelists, and some Pastors and ‘Teachers.” 
The Charge to the Pastor was given by the Rev. Andrew N. Kittle, of Red Hook ; 
the Charge to the Evangelist was delivered by the Rev. Cornelius C. Cuyley, of 
Poughkeepsie. The Rev. Mr. Dewing, of the Presbyterian Church, and the Rev. 
Mr. M‘Carrol, of the Associate Reformed Church, being present, took part in the 
exercises. The audience were unusually numerous and attentive, and the exercises 
peculiarly appropriate and solemn. 

Jerusalem.—The Rev. Jonas King, an American gentleman, now in the employ 
of the Protestant Missionary Society of Paris, the Rev. Pliny Fisk, and the Rev. 
Joseph Wolff, have providentially met in Asia, and at the last dates were preparing 
to visit Jerusalem together, to be present at the Passover. 

The Union Prayer Meeting was held as usual, last Tuesday, in the Mariner's 
Charch. The Rev. Mr. Baldwin presided. Two Chinese youth, who have been in 
this country a short time, were present, dressed in their native costume, and were 
introduced by the Rev. Mr. Truair. They are expected to join the school at Corn- 
wall. A collection was taken up to aid them in this design. 

Theological Seminary at Princeton.—From the Eleventh Report of this Institu- 
tion, just published, we learn that during the past year /wenty-two students have 


, been licensed to preach the Gospel—preseut number in the Seminary, eighty-five— 


receipts, $1,910 624, and a considerable amount in books, clothing, &«.—expendi- 
tures, $5,358 954. The addition made to the Library by the union of the late Theo- 
logical Seminary of the Associate Reformed Church, was from 2,400 to 2,500 vo- 
lames of valuable books, making the Library now to consist of about 4,500 volumes, 
and 600 pamphlets. A new scholarship has been founded by Mr. William Scott, of 
Elizabethtown, N. J. Some progress has been made in finishing the principal edi- 
fice and Professor's house. The Report represents the funds of the Institution as 
in a very languishing state, and calls upon its friends to devise some method by 
which they will be specdily replenished. 


_— —@QR—- 
Notices & Acknowledgments. 


“The Mouwrars Corraace,” “X.0.," “ A. F.,” and “ Spgcrator,” are received. 
The Civil Retrospect and several other articles, particularly of Intelligence, pre- 
pared for this number, are unavoidably omitted, to give place to the account of the 
Anniversaries. ‘The Anniversary of the United Domestic Missionary Society will 
be noticed in connection with the Annual Report. 
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“ Fhe abundance of the sea shall be converted anto thee.” 











GOOD REGULATIONS. 


To the Editor of the Seaman's Magazine. 

Sin.—Having spent nearly thirty years of my life as aSeaman and 
Mariner, and, during that period, through Divine Grace, having been 
brought, as I humbly trust, to rely on, and believe in, the Lord Je- 
sus for life and salvation, it may reasonably be judged, that the sal- 
vation of seamen’s souls are considered valuable to me. I rejoice 
to see the exertions which have been, and continue to be, made for 
their spiritual improvement, and trust, through the blessing of Al- 
mighty God, thousands will rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 
Many have, as I humbly trust, already been brought to the know- 
ledge of the truth, and I pray God many more may rejoice in the 
Lord. I firmly believe that God is a sovereign, and extends mercy 
to whom he will, notwithstanding he has made it our duty to use 


* means, and has annexed his blessing, by promising to send gracious 


answers of peace. What means then are to be used? Those which 
God in his word has directed, to invite them to attend the means of 
grace, warn them of their sin and danger, tell them of the freeness 
and willingness of Christ to receive all who come unto him. But as 


gexample has always been more effectual than precept, I trust that 


shipmasters will be forward in establishing such rules and regula- 
tions as may, by God’s blessing, bring about this important object, 
and prove their sincerity by their own example. 

To prove the truth of what I have above stated, it may not be la- 
bour in vain to inform yeu of the course of conduct I have pursued 
for eight years, as a shipmaster sailing out of this port, and the ef- 
fects produced by the same. 

When I am about to ship my crew, I inform them, before shipping, 
that no kinds of vice or immorality are allowed on board of my ves- 
sel ; that the practice of profane swearing, so common on ship board, 
will in no case be allowed; and unless they believe they can 
comply with such regulations, I defer engaging them. However, 
there are but very few who are unwilling to ship on such terms. As 
soon as I get to sea, I repeat these rules and regulations, and direct 
my officers strictly to observe them, and by setting the example my- 
self, find little difficulty in having my ship as peaceable and free from 
strife and confusion as my family at home. In addition to this, when- 
ever the weather will permit, in the evening, after supper, I call my 
crew into the cabin, pray with, and exhort them’to forsake sin and 
C. Herarp, No. 327. 8 
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fly to Jesus, that they may obtain mercy. This I believe to be the 
duty of every shipmaster, and if they neglect to do it, God will re- 
quire the blood of their crews at their hands. The good effects of 
this course of proceeding, as before stated, is peace and harmony on 
board ; and an attention to the reading of the Bible ther religi- 
ous books, may be observed on the Sabbath, and on wéek days, when 
they are not employed in ship’s duty. No disobedience of orders is 
seen, but every man does his duty with alacrity and apparent delight. 
When in port, I do not allow my crew to go on shore (on liberty) 
on the Sabbath. They are generally contented, and employ their 
time on the Lord’s Day in reading the Bible and religious Tracts, 
and attending to prayer and exhortation aft. Ido not say that this 
may produce a change in the morals of seamen, which all will allow 
is much needed, but it has actually produced that effect, and, in se- 
veral instances, a serious inquiry has been made by some part of my 
crew, what they must do to be saved? and should one seaman be 
brought to the knowledge of the truth, through the instrumentality 
of his captain, that master will receive higher honour in the day of 
the Lord, than a Nelson, whese flag waved triumphantly over theseas. 
I trust the time is not far distant, when seamen will be the messen- 
gers of peace through the blood of the Cross, and carry the glorious 
news of salvation (themselves) to the remote regions they visit. May 
merchants use their exertions at home, and shipmasters at sea and 
abroad, for this important change, looking to God for his blessing, by 
prayer and supplication ; having this assurance, that God will grant 
gracious answers of peace in his own good time. I trust the time is * 
at hand, when we shall hear of not only one Bethel Meeting in each 
week on shipboard in our large city, but every evening in the week 
see the Bethel Flag displayed on board some ship in our harbour, 
and thousands of our sea-faring brethren assembled round the stand- 
ard of the Cross, which is the sincere wish of 


A SHIPMASTER. ° 
New-York, May 26, 1823. 


SABBATH MORNING EXERCISE. 


To the editor of the Seaman’s Magazine. 
Sia, 

Will you communicate to your readers the adventures of a travel- 
ler during a Sabbath morning’s walk in this city. 

I set out Sabbath morning, May 11th, soon after the rising of the 
sun, to exercise my body and mind in the service of Him who went 
about doing good. 

I thought if my Master arose a great while before day, to seek 
the good of miserable sinners, I ought to arise early to seek my own 
good and the good of my fellow men. I proceeded to visit and in- 
quire into the spiritual wants of a number of the vessels lying in 
the port. found a‘number without either a Bible or Testament. 
I promised to recommend their case to the Marine Bible Society. 
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I thought of a resolution, which I would now. beg leave to pro- 
pose through your paper, to the first meeting of the Society, viz : 
That each member of the Society be requested to spend one hour 
every Sabbath morning in the pleasant and necessary employment 
of visiting the vessels nearest to their own dwellings, and@making 
particular inquiry respecting the wants of every crew, and report 
their proceedings at each regular megting. 

And the traveller would recommend, that every Christian employ 
at least one hour, each Sabbath, ingdistributing tracts and speaking 
to his fellow men upon the importafite of being prepared for eterni- 
ty. And besides the single tracts which each may give away, it 
would be desirable that a number of interesting tracts should be 
stitched together and put under strong covers, and thus form little 
volumes to be lent to such as may be destitute of bopks ; and this 
would naturally open the way for useful conversation, respecting 
what might be contained in the little books read. Upon such visits 
of mercy, let each solicit the punctual attendance of all the children 
at the hours and places appointed for Sabbath Schools and Bible 
classes, asking the parents to question and pray with their children 
upon their returning from Sabbath School every Lord’s day. 

The Sabbath should be considered the market day for the Chris- 
tian : not a day for dealing in the perishable articles of a temporal na- 
ture ; but it is a day on which every Christian should aim to furnish 
himself and his destitate neighbours with the bread and water of life. 

The exercise above recommended would contribute both to the 


health of the body, and to the highest enjoyment of the mind. And 
from the united testimony of all who have tried the experiment, - 
others are earnestly requested to go and do likewise. And should 
one’ soul be delivered from the power and dominion of sin, that 
would be an adequate compensation for“all the exertions which eve- 
ry Christian could possibly make through life. A TRAVELLER. 


eS 


Hournal of the Bethel Flag 
AT NEW-YORK. 
(Continued from page 768. Vol. IX.) 


Tuesday Evenings, April 8th and 15th.—The Bethel Meetings 
were held at Mr. Williams’ boarding house, in Water-Street. Seve- 
ral strangers were present, and offered fervent prayers and exhor- 
tations. The engagedness of seamen gave evidence that New-York 
is not destitute of ‘ Boatswain’s Mates’ who are ready to step for- 
ward and vindicate the cause of Christ, and these Bethel Meetings. 
One said, ‘‘ we have lately seen strange things among seamen ; 
there has been joy in Heaven over some who have repented, and 
jointly poured out their hearts in prayer to God, for themselves and | 
shipmates. Yes, my brother seamen! it is but lately I have felt as 
I now do; God has sent his Holy Spirit to change my heart, and, 
glory be to God, he has done it ; and the more he visits me with his 
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divine presence, the more vile and unworthy I feel. I dare not say 
now what I have often said ; that is, | am good enough, I am as 
good as any one. O no! my dear shipmates, | cannot say so now, 
I am an unworthy sinner. The greatest saint on earth dare not say 
Iam good enough; | wish it were so with all present. Although I 
believe Christ has had mercy on me, and opened my blind eyes to 
see my wretched situation, A I dare not say I am fit for heaven. 
The more | read the Bible, the more | see my danger. My dear 
shipmates, we are all walking on the brink of eternity ; there is but 
one step between any of us and @€ath, and some drop suddenly into the 
bottomless pit—and some are snatched as brands from the burning. 
You are all sailing with me to the shores of eternity ; the sea over 
which we sail is full of sunken rocks and quicksands, on which many 
a brother has made shipwreck of his soul. Wherever you see the 
Bethel flag—or meeting—go there as often as you have an oppor- 
tunity. Visit the house of God on the Sabbath, and there you will 
hear what Jesus Christ has done for poor seamen. And if you see 
a brother sailor steering another course, lend him your hand and 
take him with you.” 

Another Sailor said, ‘‘ what my brother shipmate has said rejoices 
my heart, in the important concerns of our precious and immortal 
souls, What is time to be compared to eternity ? The season of 
mercy now appears ; some of our shipmates, with Christ, are engag- 
ed for the souls of seamen. O that I could feel as I ought to feel. 
1 do feel I have been a vile wretch, beyond any in this room, yet I 
feel my trust and confidence is in Christ. Blessed be thy sovereign 
grace, O Lord, which has given this peace and joy to my soul, 
through Christ, my holy and beloved Redeemer.” Nota frown or 
a smile on one countenance, but their heads dropped and all seemed 
to believe what their shipfnates had said was true. 

The Rev. Mr. Chase then made some remarks on what had been 
said. He also referred to what Felix had said to St. Paul: ‘Go 
thy way for this time ; when I have a convenient season I will call 
for thee.’ 

My mind is in some measure distressed, for fear that some of you 
will say, go thy way for the present, although you have heard such 
anxious solicitude, in exhortations and prayers for your precious 
souls. He dwelt some time on this subject, which produced many 
tears. Tracts and pamphlets were distributed. 

Tuesday, 29th, the meeting was held at Mr. Williams’. Messrs. 
Williams and Gardner, and a number of seamen, were engaged in inviting 
as many sailors, from various‘ boarding houses, as possible: at eight 
o’clock the house was full; a number had never been at a Bethel Meet- 
ing before, and several had drank so much liquor as to give an unfa- 
vourable appearance when they first entered the house; but nothing 
turbulent or improper was seen, although there was liberty ofspeech in 
reply to the addresses which were delivered to them. One said, “ Yes, 
I know | have a hard and wicked heart; I wish it was a better one.” 
Another, “I am a sinner; I want to be a better man :”—another, “I 
have made shipwreck promises, but never fulfilled them, for I do not 
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know how to do it;” and several others, in answer to the exhortations 
given, “ I feel what you say, it is all right.” A weather-beaten sailor 
rose up and said, “ Ever since I was a child I have been wicked! O yes, 
I have been a sinner all my life, and it has often given me great distress. 
wept.] If I knew what I could do to makeme a better man I would 

0 it; my occupation prevents me from being what I ought to be. Ihave 
often talked with my messmates on the duties of religion, but all to no 
effect; 1 am ready and willing to receive any instruction that will make 
me a better man.” He sat down and sobbed aloud. Many seamen 
droped their heads, which would not have been done if their feelings did 
not correspond with their shipmate’s who had spoken. The Rev. Mr. 
Truair was present; after hearing what so many seamen had said, and 
the excuses made, for not being better men and more pious, he opened 
the Bible and read a portion of scripture, and made some feeling and af- 
fectionate remarks, suitable to every seaman, in answer to every excuse 
that had been made for their not being able to be better men and Chris- 
tians. He removed every obstacle, by scriptural instruction, and urged 
it in the most feeling manner. More silence and attention could not be 
expected : he began and ended by saying, “I am not here for selfish mo- 
tives, neither do I speak to you for my own profit, but for yours; yes, it 
is for your precious souls which must be saved or lost: I do not ask you 
questions, for you to answer me; answer your own hearts, and apply 
them to your own consciences. A minister of the Gospel, nor laymen, 
could not be directed to a meeting for the benefit of the souls of men, that 
could excel the one we had this evening. We may hope, with confidence 
in the promises of God, that some blessed effects will be produced in the 
hearts and lives of these long neglected seamen; who, in future, will say, 
‘¢ | know I cannot drink the cup of the Lord, and the cup of devils, with- 
out going into that lake of fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” 
When the tracts and reports were distributed they were received with 
eagerness, and a smile upon every countenance. 

Tuesday, 6th May, the meeting which was held at Mr. Williams’, 
317 Water-street, was one of the most interesting meetings we have had 
this winter. ‘There was a solemn attention given by every individual. 
After the introductory prayer was made, some of the seamen were invited 
and.requested to engage in exhortation and prayer. One soon arose and 
made a confession that he was a sinner, and had been so all his life, al- 
though he had been brought up by a pious mother, who gave him every 
instruction which was possible for a mother to give to a child; yet he had 
lived many years regardless of what she had said to him about his soul ; 
and he had no doubt but that the Lord had heard her prayers for him, and 
changed his heart; and although he often felt distressed about his soul, 
yet he felt the power of religion, and enjoyed it more now than he did 
any thing here onearth. After addressing his shipmates very feelingly, he 
kneeled down and made a prayer, which was of much importance, for the 
salvation of seamen. Nearly all in the room, both men and women, fell 
down on their knees; which immediately brought to our mind that pas- 
sage of scripture, “ Every knee shall bow, and every tongue shall confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Another 
seaman got up and attempted to speak ; but he sas so affected that what 

he said was unintelligible for some time; after a few minutes he was a 
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little more composed, and said considerable, by which it was evident he 
was in great distress of mind. “ I now cry unto God for mercy. I am 


an awful sinner; O! do, my Christian friends, pray for me, and my wife, 


and children. I do pray sometimes myself; but when I get angry I make 
use of profane words, which distresses me always when I swear.” He 
then wept for a minute, and could not say a word; he made an attempt 
to speak again, but was so much affected he sat down and wept aloud. 

The Committee then informed Mr. Williams and wife that they should 
commence their meetings on board of vessels, where they would be held 
during the summer and fall; and gave them their sincere thanks for the 
use of their house during the inclement season ; in answer to which they 
said they had received much benefit, comfort, and consolation from the 
meetings we had held there during the winter, and it would oblige them 
very much if we would make use of their house next winter. 

After the meeting was closed, and tracts distributed, two seamen came 
to the member who presided, and said, in corresponding sentiments, “ I 
never enjoyed such a meeting before; I have often thought about m 
soul, but have never felt before as I have this evening. [They both wept. ] 
I am determined to live a different life; I have always followed the sea, 
and when on shore spent almost every evening in a grog shop; but I will 
never live so any more: my heart has been so full 1 could with difficulty 
refrain from crying out aloud.” 

Tuesday, 27th May, the Bethel Union held a prayer meeting on board 
the British ship New-York Packet, Capt. Stone. A suitable preparation 
was made for our accommodation. ‘The decks were filled with ladies, 
ship-masters, and seamen. We always commence these meetings by 
singing a hymn from the Seaman’s Devotional Assistant. After two exhor- 
tations and prayers were made, the people were informed what the Lord 
had done for seamen in England. Extracts from the Report of the British 
and Foreign Seamens’ Friend Society and Bethel Union were read, which 
stated that meetings are held to preach the gospel, and pray for seamen, 
in the following ports, viz. ; East of London in 5 ports, North of London 
11, on the Cumberland Coast 3, Bristol Channel 2, West of London 3, 
Isle of White and its vicinity 6, in Ireland 3, Wales 4, Scotland 2. The 
ports in all parts of the world, where the Bethel Flag was fiying, were 
then named: St. John, New-Brunswick, Bermuda, Barbadoes, Berbice, 
Rio de Janeiro, on the Ganges in Asia, Canton in China, Leghorn, Gib- 
raltar, Oporto, the Netherlands, and Cronstadt. 

While naming these different places where Bethel Meetings are held, 
and where exertions are made for the souls of seamen, many expressions 
of wonder and amazement were excited. Some extracts from the Sailor’s 
Magazine were then read, relating to a Captain who lost his ship in the 
Arctic Seas, who openly confessed to all around him, that he was not 
ashamed of Christ and him crucified; and that he held three and four 
Bethel Meetings on board of ships every week, which were filled with 
seamen. A letter was then read, written by a sailor, (who was sick,) 
stating his hope and confidence in God, and attributed his change of heart, 
through the mercy of God, to a pious Captain with whom he sailed five 
years, and thanked God he ever sailed with such a man; and begged the 
prayers of God’s people-for bis immortal soul. 


C. P. 
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Sailors in the Arcttc Pe. 


From the Sailor’s Magazine. 


SAILORS IN THE ARCTIC SEAS. 


Very considerable interest has been excited of late years in the 
civilized world, by the efforts made to discover a passage round the 
North Pole; volumes have been written on the subject ; expedi- 
tions have been fitted out ; panoramas have been exhibited ; and va- 
rious intelligence has been communicated, so that we have become 
almost familiarized with the frozen regions, where fields of ice and 
mountains of snow combine to display the most dreary waste this 
planet contains. 

Great Britain has scarcely ceased to smile at the red snow of Cap- 
tain Ross, and the theatrical representations of Captain Parry’s Offi- 
cers and men in the Arctic Seas ; while men of science and curiosity 
still wait with increased anxiety for greater discoveries in those re- 
gions, where congealed waters have presented barriers to buman 
daring hitherto insurmountable. We profess not to#have been with- 
out interest on this agreeable subject ; as we consider that all the 
discoveries our God may permit to be made concerning this globe, 
He will render in one way or another subservient to the benign pur- 
poses of His grace, and the extended glory of His holy name. But 
we dare not conceal that we have much higher views : we consider 
man as an immortal being, destined to live for ever ;—we are amused 
with the accounts of ‘‘ boundless fields of ice, and trackless wastes of 
snow,” but we are identified and awed with the prospects of an illi- 
mitable ocean of eternity, and the amazing discoveries that shall 
burst on the human intellect,when it launches forth on that undefina- 
ble and wondrous sea! 

Our peculiar province is Sailors, and we have ventured to be- 

lieve, and acted on that persuasion, that the meanest Sailor has a 
soul that must live eternally. We have considered that soul lost by 
sin, redeemed by Christ, and possessing all the capabilities of living 
for ever in the world of glory. In this persuasion we have strongly 
advocated the Sailor’s dangers, both temporally and spiritually. We 
have enjoined every attention to the salvation of his soul, and we 
have pointed out the means most suitable, in the present enlightened 
day, of bringing the Sailor acquainted with his best interests ; and we 
‘have rejoiced to see the fruit of our labours in the formation of lo- 
cal Societies, the establishment of domestic prayer in many of our 
ships, and the occasional assemblage of Sailors on board of ships for 
divine worship in various parts of the world. Tue inrLtuence of 
such representations has been greatly beyond our most sanguine ex- 
pectations ; and, among other parts of the globe, we have long since 
rejoiced in the establishment of a Bethel Flag (the usual sign for 
divine worship) at Rio Janeiro, in South America, and many other 
ports of the Torrid Zone ; but we certainly had not anticipated the 
— of such influence to the frozen regions of eternal snow, 
where 


** Nature shudders ‘mid the icy blast, 
“ And wreck on wreck arrests the Seaman’s course.” 
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We cannot forbear expressing the pleasure we feel in laying be- 
fore our readers the following interesting documents. They have al- 
ready obtained a brief notice in the Report of ‘“‘ The Hull Seamen’s 
Friend Society ;” but the detail is forwarded to us from individuals 
whom we personally know, and to whom we can safely refer. We 
are not called upon to approve or condemn the plan of Capt. Parry’s 
Officers in getting up plays to amuse the Sailors in the Arctic regions, 
but we leave it to every reader’s conscience, which is most likely to 
be acceptable to the Judge on that day when every man must give 
an account of himself to God of all the deeds done in’ the body, 
whether good or evil. The dangers in which the whale ships were 
involved, will sufficiently prove the necessity of religion among Sai- 
lors, and the attention to divine worship, in such singular circum- 
stances, will testify that Sailors are as fit subjects for religious instruc- 
tion as others. We have only further to add, that Bethel Flags will be 
instantly ordered for the ‘“‘ Harpooner” and the “ Captain ;” and if any 
a are desirous of contributing their mite to assist ‘‘ The New- 

ork Bethel Union,” in promoting religion generally among Sailors, 
it will be gratefully received at the Publishers’, or by the Secretary, 
No. 83 Beekman-street, New-York. 

(To be continued.) 








‘Notice. 


SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING THE GOSPEL AMONG SEAMEN. 


On Wepnespay next, (June 11th,) the anniversary of this Society will 
be celebrated. Their proceedings during the past year will be reported, 
and other exercises suitable to the occasion may be expected. The success 
of this Institution, in improving the moral and religious habits of Seamen, 
has been such as to afford its friends the best assurance of the excellence 
of its object and plans. Captains, Officers, and Seamen, and all who feel 
a concern for the best interests of (nearly) oNE HUNDRED THOUSAND 
AMERICAN SEAMEN, are respectfully invited to attend. 

Notice of the hour and place of meeting will be given in the daily pa- 
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